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rise superior to party suggestions and stand as the representative of
the nation and the guardian of the Executive. But, for any sovereign
to be able to fulfil this high duty when required, a proper intercourse
with the world and a knowledge which seclusion soon loses are
absolutely necessary.
The Court of England in recent times has always been so conducted
as to give the sovereign a familiarity with the most trustworthy
opinions of the time by means of intercourse with the ablest and most
respected persons in the land. To relinquish these means of learning
what English people think and feel on all subjects, to dry up the
sources of the royal tact which is the most valuable quality a constitu-
tional sovereign can possess, is to abandon something of the preroga-
tive of the Crown. It is impossible for a recluse to occupy the British
Throne without a gradual weakening of that authority which the
sovereign has been accustomed to exert. The regulation of a house-
hold may be in the power of such a ruler, but the real sway of an
empire will be impossible.
For the sake of the Crown as well as of the public we would,
therefore, beseech Her Majesty to return to the personal exercise of
her exalted functions. ... In the early days of Her Majesty's reign
nothing was more gratifying to the public than to learn that there was
a royal speech at the opening or closing of the Session, and not a
Message. Equally beneficial was it to the interests of the Constitu-
tion that with the chief enterprises of the day the name of the queen
should be connected. Whether it was an industrial exhibition, or a
naval review, or a new public building, it pleased the people and
strengthened the throne when Her Majesty was on the spot. Such
influences have a constitutional value in a State like ours.
It is also fair to say that the society of England requires its chief
hostess and its natural leader. It may be that in time the London
season may accustom itself to do without the Palace, but it is not
desirable that we should attain that point of republican simplicity.
For every reason we trust that, now that three years have elapsed
and every honour that affection and gratitude could pay to the
memory of the Prince Consort has been offered, Her Majesty will
think of her subjects' claims and the duties of her high station, and
not postpone them longer to the indulgence of an unavailing grief.
The Triumph of the Cross
WE are trying to readjust the life of the world ; what is to be the
ultimate principle dominating that process of readjustment ?
Is it to be Christian or pagan ?     It may be either, but a choice has
to be made.    Is the Cross or materialism to become supreme ?    One
or the other must prevail.
That is the stark, the ultimate reality which Good Friday compels
us to face. Mankind has been beset by appeals to the baser motives,